
Grade 8 Reading Assessment
Fall 2025 

1.Assessment Overview
2.Results

a.Overview
b.Priority Populations 
c.Comparison to Fall 2024

3.Next steps



The Texts:
Article:

Infographic:



The Assessment:
6 multiple choice questions
3 short answer questions (justify your MC answer)
vocabulary (define a word, how do you know, write a
new sentence with a word)
make a connection
note-taking



The Proficiency Scale:
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Participation Rate: 93%
210 out of 227 grade 8
students participated 

How did you find today’s
reading activity?

Overall



Evaluating Reliability
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Word Skills
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Main Ideas and Details
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Connections
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Note-Making

Emerging E/D Developing

D/P Proficient P/E

Extending No Response

Em
erg

in
g

E/D

Develo
pin

g
D/P

Pro
ficient

P/E

Ext
endin

g

No R
esp

onse
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%
34%

16%

20%

9%
7%

1% 1%

12%

Note-Making

Markers noticed a strong correlation
between note-making skills and

ability to identify main ideas & details
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Overall Proficiency - Fall 2025 
Reading Assessment

All Students ELL Students

Students with Designations
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ELL Students 

48 students

Students with Designations
18 students

Indigenous Students
3 students (not enough
to include separate data)
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Evaluating Reliability
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Word Skills
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Word Skills - Designated Students
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Main Ideas and Details
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Connections
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Note-Making
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Connections - Fall 2025
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Word Skills - Fall 2025
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Main Ideas and Details - Fall 2025

Emerging E/D Developing

D/P Proficient P/E

Extending No Response

Em
erg

in
g

E/D

Develo
pin

g
D/P

Pro
ficient

P/E

Ext
endin

g

No R
esp

onse
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

23% 23%

35%

10%

7%

1%

Main Ideas and Details - 
Fall 2024

Identifying Main Idea & Details

Em
erg

in
g

E/D

Develo
pin

g
D/P

Pro
ficient

P/E

Ext
endin

g

no re
sp

onse
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

22%

27%
28%

8%
9%

1% 1%
4%



Note-Making - Fall 2025
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Next Steps - Note-Making:
Focus on two types of note-making:

two-column notes (including Cornell)
mind maps (focus on 3 nodes/levels of info)

Teach how to paraphrase
Teach how to annotate what you are reading
(almost no students wrote on the texts)
Be intentional about how note-making works in your
class/subject as it manifests differently in various
contexts



Next Steps - Responding:
Responses didn’t always reflect the level of thinking
that we believed the students were capable of
Issues:

lack of detail and justification for answer
(struggle to show their thinking)
response didn’t match what was being asked

Teach how to frame answers using the wording of
the question
Model answers using academic language



Next Steps - Connections:
Provide opportunities in all classes to make
connections
Emphasize:

depth of response
how does the connection deepen your
understanding of the text?
what did you learn from making this connection?



Grade 8 Team Meeting
Tuesday, Nov 25 @ lunch

Location TBD!


